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SUBJECT: DISCREPANCIES IN TEXTS OE DEFINITION OF AGGRESSION 

1 . THE STYLE COMMITTEE, IN WORKING OVER THE TEXTS OF RIO 
TREATY ARTICLE 9 IN THE EOUR LANGUAGES HAS COME ACROSS THE 
FOLLOWING DISCREPANCIES: 

A. THE TEXT APPROVED BY THE GENERAL COMMITTEE REFERS TO 
"ARMED ATTACK BY A STATE" RATHER THAN THE U.N. TEXT'S "ATTACK 
BY THE ARMED FORCES OF A STATE" (ART. 3(B) OE UN TEXT). 

B. THE GENERAL COMMITTEE'S LANGUAGE REFERS TO "CONSENT 

OF THE RECEIVING STATE" RATHER THAN "AGREEMENT OE THE RECEIVING 
STATE" (ART. 3(E)). BY FREELY TRANSLATING, WE GOT "CONSENT" 
CHANGED TO "AGREEMENT " IN THE ENGLISH, BUT IT REMAINS 
"CONSENT" IN THE OTHER THREE LANGUAGES. 

C. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE 

TO COORDINATE THE TEXTS OF THE LANGUAGES 

IN THE CASE OF UN ACT. 3(G) SINCE THE UN TEXTS DIEFER: 

ENGLISH, "ARMED BANDS, GROUPS, IRREGULARS OR MERCENARIES ". 
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SPANISH, "BANDAS ARMADAS, GRUPOS IRREGULARES 0 MERCENARIOS". 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

FRENCH, "BANDES ARMEES, EORCES IRREGULIERES OU DE 
MERCENAIRES PORTUGUESE, OE COURSE, IS NOT OEFICIAL IN THE UN. 

2. NONE OF THIS LOOKS SIGNIEICANT TO US, BUT PLEASE LET US 
KNOW BY COB THURSDAY IE WE SHOULD RAISE ANY OE THESE MATTERS 
IN THE PLENARY. 

TODMAN 
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